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May it pltafe your mrfifys, 

S ince I had the honour of being prefented by your Worfhips 

to be Mr. Jones's Preacher at NewUnd, I have had the op- 
portunity and fatisfadion of being fully allured of the faith- 

fulnefs and integrity in the management of alhhis Trufts mtheie 

■parts ; and not only fo, but 1 have alfo bad the profitable experi- 
ence of many great and extraordinary kind neffes from you, in io- 
much that as I have always admired and commended your Juftice m 
the one, fo 1 hope 1 i'hall ever with all gratitude acknowledg your 
goodnefs in the other, as a particular ^cftunony of which, I breech 
yourWorthips to accept of thisprefent Dedication of the follow- 


which 


ms Sermon,* which tho’ it was baited into the World by the loud 
Clamors that were rais’d againft it, yet it comes voluntarily to your 
Worth ips to make an humble offer of it felf to your ier ions peru- 
fal and Service: and the Author is the more bold to fend itontnat 

particular errand, that you who are his worthy Patrons, may atonce 


have fome account how he fpends his timc,and what 



fill appre 


henfions he hath of your noble Favours too, and if in this he may be 
any ways ferviceable to your Faith, he will be the iefi concerned at 

what others fav of himfelf, for tho’ his Credit and Ration are 

preached, fo the intereftof Chrilb Truth and Gypel My be ad- 

ianc’d efpeciallv if he may any ways contribute thereunto on 

your Wor Hiips behalf, for he is refolv’d always to endeavour an 

Pray for the Peace and Profperity of all your worthy Society, be- 


caufe he 




Your fP'crfhips mofi Obliged 

and mofi Humble S< 
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V % 7 Hen Craefus’.* Dumb Son faw a private Soldi - 

k / er about to kill his Father , his Affection 
W Loyalty , ywW £//» r/W 4 // the Diffi- 

culties of a natural Impediment , to cry out 
in his defence * yVc> wonder then if in far greater dangers 
one who ( B It (fed be God ) hath no fuch defect , cannot hold 
his Peace , efpecially too when the Duty of his Place would 


his deft 


his Peace , efpecially too wh 


the Duty of his P 


f efficiently ajfuredby all the publick T'eflimonies 


ten 


make it highly Criminal to be Silent . 

I had been . Sufficiently ajfured by all the publick Tefiimome, 
of the Nation , both in Church and State , that there had beet 
a damnable Plot, Contrived and carry* don by the Papijls fo> 
many Fear s Jo defir oy the King, Subvert the Government, anc 
Root out the true P rot off ant Religion 5 and when at the open 
ing of this lafi Parliament, the King was p leafed to recom 
mend the farther Difcovery and Prosecution of the Plot unh 


them, as one chief thin? f 


which he called them together 

T - - O 


and for the encouragement of their zeal in it, told them that 
he thought not himftlf as yet fafe from the dangers of it, / 
thought I had no longer any reafon to believe what I heard a 


Gentlem 


{then and now too in Authority ) fay, about 


fince, to above an hundred People, whom he had gather 


e.d about him to that purpoj < 


Damnable Plot, yet it wasthen fg.far, difcover’d and pre 
vented that it was impoffible it fbould 


That tho’ there had been 


efieft: 


and t hare fa ire next to the imploring the Di-vine aid, I thought 
U my Duty ( the moft proper bufmefs of my Calling, and the 

e JtJ?rvfce f could do, rny Country ) to Preach up Loyalty to 


Preach up Loyalty 



the 
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The Preface: ' , 
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the King, and to affert the truth andf office of that Royal Su- 
premacy, that is yielded to him by this Church and Realm , 
and to give fuch an account alfo of the per nit ions Principles 
of P op try, as fbould both arm and caution the minds of thofe 
I had to do with again ft the taint and , dangers of it ; and I 
■was the more encouraged in this defignj, not ■ only from what 
v I had hear d ,abr oad but alfo fr om what I had feen and obfer- 
v d my fe If about home, how much the men of that perfvafion 
were indulg’d and coutenanc’d, and thof e that appear'd zea- 
lous and brisk againfl them, Brow-beaten and threatned y 
and therefore the tiff Faff ‘day / took occafion to lay open and 
difcover thofe depths of Satan, that My fiery of Iniquity from 

whence both our Fears and Dangers did proceed ; and becaufe 
I hinted at fame particular things that had been done 
to the incouragement of that Faction , I was in a very 
rude manner clamour d againft about 'the Country , and very 
fevere remarks were made {bthind my back) both upon my Per- 
fan and Sermon, all which I heard of, but took little not ice, be- 
ing very um iUing to believe any fuch things, till at tiff the 
Vicar of the Farifh came to me and told me he was fent by a 
, Jufiice of the Peace to ask me whether I did not mean him by 
two exprefjions in that Sermon, Of fetching away Arms by 
- flight, and giving Oaths in a Chimney-corner. I muff ron- 


del ib era t ion and noife , I told him that I did indeed fpeak words 
to that purpofe, and that I would juflife the truth of them, and 
that as things then flood , there was a neceffity that 1 fbould 
fpeak as / did, but fi nee 1 named nobody, if that Gentleman 
found himftlf guilty he might take it as he f leaf'd, and that if 
he had Cent privately to me at fir ft I would have waited upon 


he had fent privately to me at fir ft I would have waited upon 
him, and given him a particular account of the whole mat - 
ter , but that now fince I had been Jo publickly defam'd and 
threatned I was refohed to appeal to my Ordinary , and to pub - 
lifb the whole matter to the world . 

And this now is the only Reafon I have for this 
Publication, which / hope will alfo be admitted for mine ex- 

4 •• • •»«•/ • ■ • " . « jt% 


• « 









vsr 







v'S v- , •- 


The Preface 




L that as I 


though 


%. %\»g "of mine ft for the Prep, fo I never intended any 
f'h thing ynttch lefsinthis whtch ms define donlyfi 


fuch thing ynucn tejs minis wunv w»* . 

vate Auditory ; nor fhotild my own particular Vindication 


or a prt* 


L 


ave 


forced it from me now* for / would have lain fill under all the 

J ~ ^ I /} /» Art i v) / tiY/iv n no. 9T2P-. hut 


Vtrfond Reproaches that could have been thrown upon me, but 


that I clearly faw; nay I found it by my own experience, how much 


the P rot tf ant Religion fuff tr d 


and Popery was enconrag d 


and prevaiPd daily by fuch kind of PraSifes ; for it s that 

' ' vhich hath ?nade me thus to difcover and betray 


and only th 


my own weaknejs , ' And for thofe P erfons that took fuch gr 
Offence at the Sermon , J do hereby affurethem that I never 

-jJ * I 1 i . a. - ..x -t- SA L, rt ft w n l e 4- 


tended to Hve them any , but only to profecute the bufmefs that 


before me with all f ait h fine f 


God and his Church 


and as for thofe few things which I did fay ( which are far fhort 

j - . » /• » 7 A have 


nr*** — ' j ~ J J o r 11 . r 

of what I knew J they are Jo worded on purpoje 


pre 


vented what after hapned, that the things them/elves are ex cu 


fed in the fame Sentence in which they arefpoken 


but if guilty 


minds will be offended when their faults are but mentioned, they 


may indeed, but J cannot help that ; and therefore if they would 

J _ - « f t r Ti ? J / * ^ III * 


have me forbear that part of the Duty of my Place and Calling 


they muff fir fl forbear their making it fo, that /^Reform and 


amend ; for as long as Jtheifm and Popery , Facfion and Hy 


pocrifie grow Rampant and Head-flrong under their Inf 


and Jzxatnplejhey fnujl pardon me if I difc barge my 7? ufijjoxv 


they may ntyltci and betray theirs 


And as for this particular Sermon, if the World will but 


fi 


tft and wink at the weaknejs which thisnecejjaryPublic 


difcover in it. Pis ask no body Pardon for the 

I . * * * f • 1 ? 


Preaching of it, hecaufe tho* it be homely yet it s true, and 


J ffa.ll be very apt upon the likeQccafion to fpeak as much 


they thn 
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H O w ufeful anc! neceffary the tnoft deep and 

foiemn Humiliations that can be, are at all 
times for a finful People, the Apprehem- 
fions which all men naturally have of the 
Juftice and Power of God do fufficiently y 
difcover ; And how fit and proper they \ 
are for us at this time, not only our manifold Sins and 
Wickedneffes, but alfo thofe Great and Apparent Dan- 
gers wherewith we are compaffed do abundantly declare 
too ; And therefore fince it hath pleas’d Almighty God 
by the Voice of Authority to call us to this great and 
important Work, let us in the firft place bids his Name 


important Work, let us in the hrft place bid: 
for giving of us fuch a Gracious King that 


takes fuch 


Care of our Religion and Government, and of the Lives 
and Souls of his People, as by fuch ways as thefc to procure 
Gods Favour and Protection, through whofc infinite Good- 
nels alone it is that we have all been hitherto prefer v’d 5 
and then let us endeavour fo to behave our felves in the 
difcharge of this Duty now, and of all others too in. the 
feveral places which he hath fct us in, that Glory may 
dwell in our Land, that the Life and Reign of our King 
may be Long and Profperous, that the Gofpel may for 
ever flourifh in its native Plainnefs and Simplicity, and 
that Peace and Plenty may be the Glory and Bleffings of 

B thefc 
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(popery , . a great My fiery of Iniquity! 


tliele Nations 


I know very well as our prefen t Cafe 


ftands we have very little Reafbn to exped'any of thefe 
Kindneffes, the multitude and greatnefs of our Sins crvr 
loud for Vengeance, we have thereby pluck’d at it with 
both our hands, and may truly fay as the Prophet does 

ttmt u is of the Lord's Mercies that. we are not co nfmntd > 

it is not becaufe our Provocations fail but became hi s Conf 


paffions fail 


’d 


Mercies 


How have we flighted his judgm 


Cl 


nefs 


making 


nd .turn’d his Grace into Wanton 


Goodnefs that fhould 


lead 


Sin 


Repentance, rather an Encouragement 


How hath he tried al 


ays to reclaim us, and 


how have we rendred them Fruitlefs and .Vain ? How 
olten hath lie varied the Methods of his Providence to fee 
which was the moil likely means to prevail upon us, and 

how have we ftiil varied not only our Methodsfoutevenour 
Manner of finning, committing it with fo much greedh 
nefs, and variety of new invented and unheard o f Pra- 

tnies, as it we would do it, not only out of a particular 
Love and Liking to it, but even out of afpighttoGod 


tnfes, as if we would do it, not only out of a particular 
Love and Liking to it, but even out of afpighttoGod 

1 imfe If, becaufe he hath forbidden it ? and all this too 
amidfl: tne greateft Hazzards, and neareft Approaches 
to Rume and Deftruftion, and fuch too as we have been 
jo reed to fee and acknowledge whether, we would or no. 
now hath Almighty God even by Miracle difeover’d to us 


our Dan 
oept of 


and hitherto as it were conftrain’d 


Deliver 


[ft 


ft riven 


a- 


fb 


id ft both ; not only by ftmtting our Eyes agai’nft the 
■welt Light and Evidence, but by hard’ning our Hearts 
111 tbe ftrongeft Conviaions, as if we would 

■ "? ftand F° the Courtefie of our Enemies who have 

ouen vow d our Deftru&ion, than be any., longer bc- 

Wen to the Providence of God that hath lo often rater- 

is nt if ° Ur Pre fei ' va , t!on ? Certainly (my beloved) this 

LLflM C ° maI<e , ol,r feIves a ha PPy People, for 
■ gh tnei e were no danger from Men either at homo 


lough 




yet 


\aci ugf+i 11 um ivicil ClllJ 

long as we continue in Sin 


ways 














every, ■ a 


.* r- v 


r% op 
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^ays in danger J for fix ? ' TtfiMon eometh not forth of the tfob 1 • 
dufi inert hr doth Trouble firing out of the- ! ground, thd 
we fee no Cloud arife, or the /^probability of any evil 
coming upon us to make us afraid, yet as long as we 
continue in Sin, we are furrounded with Dangers, and 

. . »- • •« Vl * * ... - I’ * 






-? 


the Vengeande of God will in time bring, upon us ] both 



fure and 


^ But 


the 


is 


wife with us, and we are made to fee how Ruine and 
Deflation ftand gaping with open mouth upon us, ready' 


to devour and fwallow us up, and all that’s dear to us, 
how ought we indeed to humble our fouls before God, 
to break off our fins by Repentance, and our Iniquities by 
doing of good , that it may be a lengthening of om Tranquil- 
lity^ that fo- that Myftery of Iniquity that hath been 
Working ever fince the- Apoftles days, may be at once both 
folly reveaPdy and deftroy’d too ; and the rather becaufe 
it is ftill at work even amongft us, for the Myftery of In- 
iquity doth already work, only he that let teth, will let , till he 

he taken out of the way . 

In the handling of which Words I (ball endeavour by 
Gods Grace to fbew, . i ... What . is meant by the Myftery 
of Iniquity here fpoken off 2. How it work’d then in the 
Apoftles days. $. How it works now. 4. What it is "that 
hinders its full Growth and Power of a&ing as it would; 
Anft: then 5. by way of Application fhew how far this 
may concern us now, and what improvement we are fo 

make ; bf is. ; v 


•v * > 
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I, 


IS 


• J 


Iniquity ? 


ere 


is I confefs great difference amongft Expositors what it 
is in Particular, however all in general that I have met 

’with, both Papifts and Proteftants, conclude it to be the 

Work and Power of Antichrift r-^ut now who , and 

tirisftthemri Dr. 


^vhat that is, is tlid great queftiori amongit tnem. ./Dr. 
'Mammond applies it to Simon. Magus and the Doflrine of 
the Gno (licks ' y Grot ins to Caligula and the Rules and Pnn- 
yp&sfof fos Politidkk r hut Midugh Lfhafl always have 4 

‘j uft ‘Hdabf and Efteem for their Judgments and Learn- 
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ingy yet in this Cafe I fhall crave leave to 


fomething more by it y not but what they offer doth 


underftand 


many things very well agree with the Apoftles Words 
and Senie in this Chapter, but yet they do in my Appre- 
henfion, not fo well agree therewith as the Common O 
pinion of other Learned and Sober Pro te Hants doth ; for 
they generally underhand by it the Principles of Popery ; 
and their Senie is fo far to be relied upon, in that all things 
concerning it in this Chapter agree very w r ell thereto, as 
1 qucfiion not, but by the ferious examination of the fe- 


veral parts, of k. will alfo fully appear to you 
if you pleafe to take notice of three things, d 


efpecialiy 


The firft rife and 


as i. 


ppearance of 


what 


began, 2. The workitfelf as it was then infomemea 
fure difcover’d to the World, and hath fince been' more 


fully known and underftood : 
of its Growth and Increafe. 

. ' ’ J * * * • j !• ' , 

exactly agreeable to this very, 
the Apoftle had written the 


And 3... the way. and means 
All which you will ’ fo 

thing, that one would think 
Relation of what it is now. 




be 


Prophefie of what in after-times it fhould 




- / 


_ iv Then; let us con Oder thefirft Rile; and Appearance 

of it. In tjhe beginning of this Chap tir’tlje’ Apoftle dif- 
covei s, and cautions the 7 ~heffalonians again!! a very dan- 

gerou^Error crept in amongft them, of limkffigand 
determining the very Period of Time, concerning our 

^ . T-. I w , /. > X •.!> .« |.l / .V > % 
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of 


Saviours coming 


ner 


» -* *• ^ A .« 1.1 «•/ f 

(as Dr. Hammond thinks]) 


pumfh anddeftroy the Nation of the Jews,- fonreiedtin 


him and his Doblrine ; 
World it lei f •, the dan 


(as others) to iud 


of 




r / * 


themfeives Confuted by the Event) 
be very great v and not only . ftagger, 

the Faith of Rome," yea, hand it may be 


(if they fhould liv 


be 


fore law 


but 




lie therefore tells them, ^.3. that-t hat time was not lo near 
as they imagin’d, but that there were Rome forerunners. 

or it taat Ihould fufficiently proclaim its Approach, kit 

no. man (Until he) deceive you by any means, for that day 

■ ■ ' ‘ •( " jjtrt 
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(popery, a great My fiery of Iniquity 


(hall 'dot come except there come 


falling away fir ft , ther 


muR.be fome great Apoftacy from the Chriftian 1 


Idolatry before 


for lo the W ord airojKofa . doth 


that place fignifie 


It s true in its common and ordi 


nary acceptation it fignifies,a Defection or Departure from 


iomewhat that we formerly own’d and defended, a with 


drawing of lubjeS ion from lome Supreme 


which 


when it relates to Men and Civil- Affairs, it fignifies 


volt and Rebellion, but 


God and R 


hgion* it fignifies a ipiritual Revolt and Rebellion again ft 
God ; and becaufe that is feenmoft in Idolatry above all 


other fins 


God as all other fins 


being not only a Negledt and Contempt of 


but 


dir ed! Oppofitio 


gain ft him, by letting up others in his room and pi 


therefore it is here and elfewhere in the New Telia mens 


let to fignifie Chriftian idolatry ( as the Learned Mr. Me 


doth fufficiently make 


9 th 


appear.) Chriftianitv is in th 


v 


le of the firft Chapter of the former Epi ill 


led a turning to God from Idols , and therefore this Ap 


ftacy or falling away mull then by the Rule of Conti 


ties, fi 



fie a returning, from God to the Worfh brand 


Service^ of Idols, and -if it be fb where now is this Ac 

N . w—w * r 


ftacy more manifeft than in the Church of Rome 


v, 


here.-' 


Saints and Reliques, Crucifixes 


Pidhn 


yea Ima 


and Altars are Worfhip’d with the lame kind of- Wot 


hip 


God himfelf 


jedl to abule 


nay 


Ob 


appears plainly 


hey 


Brea den- God 


y d a 5 


Mals that 


is fo devoutly Worfhip 


and if this be not a foul 


Apoftacy, indeed I 


But let us confider 


di (covered 


The Workitfelf as it was then jn the Apoftles da \ 


World 


rhis is mentioned at the 4 th 


fe where the Man of Sin that fhould give occafion 


Apoftacy is Raid to- oppofe and exalt hmfilf above all, 


that is called God, or is IV )r fhipped.. By which expreffions 


we may underftand either 


Thole things that God hath lent his Name, and TI 




. *1 V. 


. I 
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Tpovery, a great 


rv o 
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ties to, which are therefore called Gods *, ffor as St. 

faith, there be Gods many and Lords many) fetch as are the 

Civil Powers of the World called often in Scripture Gods, 

as Txod, 22 . a 8 ’. Thou Jhalt not revile the Gods f that is, 

the Magiftrates and Rulers of the World. And this Ti- 
tle our Saviour himfeif gives them, jfoh# io. T 4 - T it 


the Magistrates and Rulers of the World. 


tie our Saviour 


gives 


not written in your Law J [md ye are Gods ? Now over thefe 

it is notorioully and fha ruefully known what Power the. 
Popes of Rome have for feveral of thefe laft Ages u- 
iurp’d ^ to make them attend at Proceflions, at Mafs, 
at their Table, yea. to hold their Stirrups, as Adrian the 
4 th. made- the Emperor Frederick Bar bar off a } in which 
Service becaufe he did not hold the right Stirrup, he was 
feverely check’d, and could hardly .be forgiven ^ though 
he pleaded his Ignorance in not being ufed to lueh Ser- 
vices for his Excufe. Nay to fhew howabfolute a Ty- 
ranny they canexercife not only over the Perfons but the 
Dominions and Territories of Princes, thefe have been 
as infolently and unjuftly difpos’d of too ; abfblving their 
Subjects from all Oaths of Allegiance and Fidelity, and 
giving their Kingdoms to fuch as the Pope pleafeth, and 
making of it meritorious to Depofe and Murder them* as if 
when our Saviour told his Difciples what kind of Po Weir 
the Princes of the Gentiles exercifed over their Subje&s, 
he gave them Authority to exercife the fame over Princes 
them Pelves .whereas insufficiently evident from Math hi o. 
2 5,2 6. that he did really intend the quite contrary .This part 

of Antichrift’s work I confefs was not fo publickly known 
in the Apoftles days' as it hath been fince, however Pome 
beginning of it there were then to be feen in that Ambiti- 
ous Defire of Preheminence, which Diotrefhes and the reft 

of his Temper difeovered about that time. But 
2. If by that which is called God, and which Antichrift 
oppofeth himfeif againft, we underftand God himfeif. 


and what comes from him, Rich as are all the Principles 
of his Religion, the Obligation of his Laws, and the Me- 


thods of his Worfhip, or what ever elfe he is pleafed 


/ 


» • • 


(popery, a great My fiery of Inujtut 

make himfeif known unto the World by 




-■ 




the Cafe 


will 


appear to be 


the Popes have mad 


as plain as it was before, fince 
much bold with the LawsofGod 


fbever 


they did with thofe of any private Prince 


Have not they oftentimes 


rogated to them 


felves a Power not only to difpenfe with the Divine Laws, 
but even to change the very nature of Goodnefs it fell, 
not only like the Pharifees in our- Saviours time making taat 
the Laws of God of none effect by their Traditions , but ^ 

making other Laws in Opposition to them, ana yet blaf g 5 
phemoufly pretending to give them as great a San&ion *, 
How do they pat light for darknejs and 'darknefs for ligaty 


b. 


call evil good and good evil 

Vertues and Meritoriou 


making moral Evils beco 


fu ch 


Perjury 


Murde 


Treafon, and Rebellion, or any other Wicked nefs 


fbever that i 
and Advanta 


practice of, fliall make for their Intereft 
? And what is all this but an Arrogant 


Affumption of the Title and Power of God ? well therefore 

may the Pope be ftiled as by his flatterers he often is, Lord 

of Lords, and King of Kings, yea and God too, alter mi- 

But, 


men in t err is ; dr Domi 


Deus node r Pag 


3, Let tis confider the way and means of the Growth, 
and Increafe of this Myftery of Iniquity ; and that in the 


gth, verfe is laid 


be by the Co 


fSk 


a 


nd L y 


LFonders, and if fo, where fliall we find more of thefe 


Church of Rom 


juft V 


ught to hat 


for true and real Mi 


you, fince by thefe we have the ftrongeft Confirm 


Faith and Religion that can be 


but now to pretend 


hefe when the very reafon of them is taken away 


to engage 


Power of God to needlefs 



wh 


is 


a very high piece of Confidence and Prefumption 


deed, but to do it at the 


of that Church 


gage* that Almighty Power to do not only vain but rid 

culous things, yea and impious things too *, the Miracles 

which they pretend to , are not only Counterfeit and 

>, for in* many of 

them 


Falfe , but Wicked and Blafphemous, for in* many 
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Myftery of Iniquity 


them they engage God Almighty againft himfelf, and 


frequently make his Saints to do the Devils work 


ighly of the 


They 



Virgin, and yet they fometimes 


Efteem they have for the Bleffed 


fuch Stories of 


Apparitions and Miracles, as make but very little for her 
Credit. 

One of them tells us how fhe came and a£fed the part 
of a Midwife to a certain Abbels that had plaid the Whore, 
and was got with Child, and that file fent the Baftard a- 
way prefently by two Angels to a certain Hermit to be 
brought up. Another tells us that file fupplied a Nuns 
place for twelve years together, whilft file went every 


hilft fhe 


ght to play the Whore 


Stews 


every 


What ft rang 


Stories do they tell us of the Bones and Garments of Mar* 
tyrs, what Cures they have done, what Miracles they 
have wrought not only upon the living, but the dead too, 


tedious for me 


you to hear at this time 


and one would think, too Ridiculous and Abfurdforany 
Rational Creatures to pretend to believe and admire ; but 
that the Apoftle tells us verle i itb. of fome to whom God 


(hall /end fi 


Dtlufions that they (honld believe Lies 


a 


nd of others whole Com fiances are fear’d with an hot Iron , 

whole Chara&er which he alio there gives, doth fo well 


agree to thefe Perfons and Principles I am {peeking of 


nothing can do it mci 


befides which there 


Text of Scripture that doth fo plainly agree to this 


Myftery of Iniquity that I cannot pals it by 


It is Rev 


* 


17. 5. where St. fohn 


Whore Riding upon a Beafi with jh 
explains to fignifie /even Mountains 


his Defer! ption of the great 


Heads , which he 


of Rome 


fountains i agreeable 
amohgft other thing 


the Si- 
la t do 


alfo agree to the Rile and Growth of the Papal Sovereign. 

ty. That upon the Forehead of the great Whore the word 

Myftery is written, which may very well be underftood 

of the Pope himfelf, (nice upon his Mitre the word My- 
fiery was alfo written. 

2. How did this Myftery of Iniquity work in the A- 

poftles 
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poftles days 


It’s true Popery was. riot then 


* fr 


now, then it. was but in its. Infancy 


rived to a fuller growth ; then it was only the Spaw 


Child of the Devil , but now it is grown to the Sta 

^ -r-w . I « » * ft f 


of the Man of Sin 


and this it hath arrived toi 


by. certain Steps and Deg 


for 


nemo 


pente fit. 


piffimns , nothing is at the wor ft all at once 5 there- 


fore the Phrafe already work fhewed only 





m- 


ing to a0r, whereby afterwards it wasable more ftrong 


ly to put forth it felf 


It appear’d to the Apoftle in 


thole Errors and Hereries. which then crept, into, the 


Church even in 


his 


which Were indeed the 


forerunners of Antichrift, fuch as were that Emu 


mongft Pallors, and the Factious liding with 


them mentioned 


Cor. x. 11 


Chap. 3 


1 


to ■ 9 

T* 


2 1, 22. 1 ffohn 


10. for this defire of foveraig 


Supremacy was a ftrong favor ol the Spirit of An 


tichrift indeed 


inlomuch 


when iohn Patriark 


of Confiantinople challenged 


himfelf the Title of 


Univerfal Bilhop, he was ftrongiy oppofed 


by 


Gregory the Great, ( who 


efteemed 


laft of the 


good Popes, and the firft of the badj and that fo 


ftifly too, as that he affirms that whoever fhouid offer 


take 


himfelf that Title, was the forerunner of 


Antichrift $ and yet Boniface the Third that lucceeded 


him 


but one, did Uftirp 


nd his Succeffors 


have endeavoured to keep 


ever 


fince 


Another 


thing that this Myftery of iniquity began to difcover 


felf by 


was a Voluntary Humility , which hath 


fince improved it felf into lb many Pennances and 


Pilgrimages, the fHor (hipping of Saints and Angels 


forbidding to Marry , and difiinguifhing of Meats. Col 


8 


Tim. 4. 1. 3. to thele alfo may be added 


the mixtures of Heathen Idolatry with Chriftian Ser 


which the Apoftle 


the Corinthians 


gainft, iCor. io. 14. and following verfes ; all which 


C 


with 


9 
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popery 


great My fiery of Iniquity. 


kh greater Advantage are Improv’d and Prac 


'd in the Church of Rome to this day 


well there 


fore might the Apoftle call it a My fiery , becaule of 


fecret W ork, creep in 


w el- 


and 


io far it remains a My fiery ft ill in that it works with 
all poflihle Art and fubtlety, not with Handing the great 
Power and Strength it now has, and how long it will 
be fuffer’d to do fo, God only knows. 

3 . How doth this Myftery of Iniquity work now ? 
and indeed this is a thing fit for us to enquire into* 
that lb we may prevent fif poftibie) 


fnar’d by 
becaule i 


* 


and 

now 


have the more Re a Ion 


being 


do lb 


more plain and open, and yet 


grown more ftrong and confident 


fubtie , and by 


nleq 


far 


lels cunning and 


more 


dang 


leveral ways therefore we fihall find it work, but more 

particularly thele five, i. By Corrupt Principles, 2. 
By Subornations, Lies, and Perjuries, 3. By Cruelty 


and bloody Prabtifes, 4. by Incredulity, and 
good Natur’d if not treacherous Connivances 


Natur d if not treachero 
It works by Corrupt Pi 


By 


r. It works by Corrupt Principles ; fo indeed 
did then, and this way chiefly, becaule it had nei- 
er Strength nor Opportunity to do otherv/ife, but 


yet thole Principles then were 


lb bad 


lo many, nor 


they are now ; they were then only fuch 


milled men into Error from lome points of Faith, 
and only at a diftance, and that fecretiy too, giving 
Liberty and Encouragement to finful Practifes ; but 
thefe now' are fuch as Corrupt and Debauch mens 


Liberty and Encouragement to finful Practifes 

thefe now' are fuch as Corruot and Debauch 


Minds, that do direbtty undermine and overthro 5 all 


Gofpel-Rules and Precepts of Holy Living 
are fuch as tend to the Indulging of the Flefh 


they 


Inflaming of 


the 


Lufts, to the Humouring of 


Corrupt Inclinations, and to the Encouraging of 

manner of Evil in the World, and that I do them 


ror] g 3 give me 


but 


mention feme few of 

them* 


1 
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a great My ft cry 


Iniquity. 



ally too when there’s no fin fo Mortal, but a liberal 

• + ’ ' * ,, •.« • t 1 . 1 ' ' ' 


hand flrali make it Venial too, and therefore no won- 

^ r • r *«•* _ ' ** . _ ^ i f .. 


der if this Ivlyftery of Iniquity prevail fo eafiiyupon 


lenfoal and carnal Men. , 


2 


i his My fiery of Iniquity works now by Sub- 


ornation, Lies and Perjuries. Tbefe are ufed topre- 

1 t f* r . c . i . _ : • i t rs r\ * r « 


vent the difcovery oi their wicked Pradifes, and 


thereby to bring Credit to their Caufe $ for they 


have Rill fo much M oddly and Ingenuity left in fpite 

^ y > A 1 a f jy ■ 


of all thole Arts that have been ufed to root out both, 
as to Hand up Hilly in their own Defence, and make 


fhew of the greateH Abhorrence of any of thofe vile 


Pradices which the more fober part of Mankind do 


exclaim againil ; none pretending a greater regard 


to their Credit and Reputation than they do ; which 


when the difcovery of their evil Practifes is like to 


blaH, they can then with Oaths and Imprecations not 


only deny all, but even Hand it out too to the very 


death, as our late Tray tors have, done and Hill do 


and thp 5 their Guilt be never fo plain and palpable, 


they are fo far from taking iQ/W’s Counlel, and 
7. 19. gftwg Glory to God by making Confeffion , that they 


wilf rather rob him of as much as pofubly they- can by 


an impudent Denyal Lying for the Catholick Caufe 


(as it’s call’d ) is fo far a venial Sin, that it carries its own 


Abfolution along with it *, and therefore it is that they 
-have io often had Recourle thereto. How often have 


-they, reported that feveral. fober and well minded: Pro- 

■> « " * * 4 ‘ - * m" M ' 4 ’ * * • • » * * i 


teitants died mad, and could have no reH or quiet till 


they were Reconcil’d to their Church *, amon pH which 


Almighty .God fo far t-o;reifore- him to his Health a- 

v ‘ 1 « ib 1 : i : La - *•. * i • , , 1. >-• 


gam, as to enable him to li ve to Confute that Calumny 


. They tell us that Faith is not indeed to 


- ^ e pt with Hereticks, and they have fo far made It 
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good 
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to w 

good Hill as never to do it any longer than it was for 
their Advantage ; but then methinks they fhould not 
belye tbefe Hereticks, and make them worfe than 
they are 5 yes, rather than want a fpecious pretence 
for their Falfhood and Cruelty towards them, they 
will find out one way or other to make them feem to 
defer ve it, Crmmer , Ridly , Latimer , and the reH 
of our ProteHant Martyrs muft be call’d Rebels againft 


the Queen, and their Murders juHified, as if they 
were burnt for Rebellion and not for Religion, when 
there was no fuch thing laid to their Charge, nor any 
pretence for it ; for if there had, we fhould certainly 


have heard of it often and long enough agoe. 


Nay 


what pains have they lately taken to make this appear 
in thofe endeavours that have been ufed to thro’ their 
own deviilifh Plot upon the ProteRants ? The Presby- 
terians were to bear the blame then, and I queRion 
not, but they kno’ well enough where today it yet if 
the Curfed Defign of Murdering the King fhould take 
Effeft, which God Almighty for ever prevent. But 
3. This MyRery of Iniquity works by Cruelty and 
Bloody Praftices ; and of thefe the HiRories almoR 
of all Countries do afford us many dreadful Examples ; 
for they ufe Art and Cunning only where they want 
Power, which when once obtain’d, no Tyger is half 
fo Barbarous and Savage. Racks and Tortures, Fire 
and Sword are their common and ordinary Mercies, 
which without any regardh ad to Age or Sex they do 
without the ieaH relenting moH inhumanly Exercife, to 
deHroy all that op pole their damnable Dodrinesand 
Belli fh Devices ; as in the French Maffacre, thelr.ifh 
Rebellion, the Spanifb Inquifition, and the reH of 
their bloody Per fecut ions both at home and abroad may 
eafily be feen ; what farther Defigns they have ever 
Hnce the Reformation had upon this Kingdom, I need 

not tell you, being fo happily prevented, by that fea~ 

fonable 





ielf of all Humanity firft *, and yet thefe perfons can 
do all this and a great deal more too without the leaft 
Pity or Companion, yea and Glory In it alfo, as the 
Pope and Cardinals did for the French MalTacre and the 
Irifh Rebellion ; and as in particular Pope Sixtus 
the fifth did in a fet Speech to his Cardinals upon the 
murder of Henry the Third of France , in which he 
doth highly magnifie that horrid Faff of ^aques Ck~ 
merit who did it ; and I the rather mention this In* 
fiance, becaufe Lewis the Priefb that was lately Exe- 
cuted in the next County, did at his death in his Speech 
before his Execution, as in the printed Coppy of it 
I have feen, particularly mention Clement and Ravil- 
lUc as Impious Villains, and that they were juftly pu~ 
nifh’d for their Horrid Crimes, and that their wick* 
ed Faffs are generally detefted by all Roman Catho- 
licks ; which I muff confefs 1 did at fir ft wonder at ? 
becaufe I little expefted to hear fuch a thing from one 
that had the Repute of a Schollar, imagining that that 
Speech of P, Sixtus being publickly printed and fold 
at P aris and Rome too, could not be unknown to him ; 
but when I confider’d what place he was reputed to 
hold amongft the Jefuits, my wonder quickly ceas’d ; 
for I lookt upon it as a part of the fame Plot that the 

reft of that infernal Crew are carrying on amongft 
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which how good natur’d and harmfels they 


tend to be, we may plainly apprehend from the beg 


ning of 


Tragedy it ielf, as it has been already 


a£Ied 


murder of Juftice Godfry , and was 


tended alfo in the Aflault upon Mr. Arnold * thefe 


kno’ and have feen, and what moi 


remains behind 


we may eafily guefs, when the murder of the King 


Minfeif is one chief part of the Defig 


But 


4. This Myftery of Iniquity works alfo by the In 


credulity of Proteftants themfelves 


for even they 


gain ft whom it doth molt difcover it felf do ftrangly 


encourage and help it forward, the common Princi 


pies of Humanity 


fb improv’d by the merciful 


Difpofition of their Relig 


they cannot eafily 


believe 


there fhould be fuch horrid Mon 


fters amongft men as fome of the zealous Bigots of the 


Popifh Party have been 


and this thefe men kno 


ry well, and therefore it’s one part of their Politicks 


make their Crimes 


and barbarous as they 


thatfo their Stout and Refolute Denials of them 


may be 


fooner believ’d, and by confluence the 


Wickednefs it felf the eafier done 


This is pi 


the Hiftory of the Irifh Rebellion, in which the Au 


thor of 


that though fome curious and quid 


£ 


lighted perfons fufpeded fome Defign a gain ft them 


nay had private hints of it given to them, yet they 


ould not believe it 


by which foolifh Incredulity 


they were the eafier deftroy’d and murder 'd 


Was 


k not io 


the Frei 


MalTacre, before which 


there being fome reafon to apprehend (bm 




pproach 


g Dan 



er 


and fome warning; of 


O 



the 


Admiral himfelf, yet fo great was their fecurity 


their too eafie belief of the French Oaths and Prote 


Rations to the contrary, that with the greateft eafe 


imaginable in a very fhort fpace at leaft 1 coooo of them 


cruelly maifacre’d ; all which and a great deal 


mo 


I 
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more too, might for all the firft difcoveries of the 
Plot have been afted upon us long before this time, 
had not Almighty God prevented it, by fuffering thefe 
Romifh Wolves to a<5t lome part of it ; as if it had 
been on purpofe defgn’d to make us believe it whether 
we would or no. For how few were there amongft 
us that believ’d it till Juft ice Godfrfs Murder? nay tor 
all that, how many have there yet been that have not 
a little queftion’d the Truth of it, by which means 
the Authors and Contrivers of thefe Villanies have 
been ftrangely encourag’d to go on ftillin their Wick-' 
ednefs ♦, but if there fhouid be any perfbn now that 
fhould make the leaft doubt of it after the Atteftati- 
on of fb many Proclamations from the King, lo ma- 
ny Votes and Orders of both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, fb many Executions of Juftice upon Legal and 
Impartial Tryals, and fb many Pious and well com- 
pos’d Prayers by the Bifhops f who can hardly be fup- 
pos’d to mock God with fuch Lies, if they were not 
lufficiently fatisfied of the Truth and Certainty of 
the Evidence) I fay, after all thefe, if any fhould in 
the leaft queftion the Truth of the thing, I fhallnot 
be afraid to declare my Opinion of fuch, that they 
are either in the Plot themfelves, or wifh well to 
it. But 

5 . This Myftery of Iniquity works now by good- 
natur’d if not Treacherous Connivances. BleiTed 
be God we have good Laws agaiaft this Myftery of 
Iniquity, and ail its Abbettors, but I cannot fay they 
are fo well executed, whereby thefe men are encou- 
rag’d, and grown bold and impudent. What Liberty 
have they enjoy’d fince the King came in ? what Accefs 
to his Royal Perfbn and Court ; what Freedom and 
Lafe have they ftill had from all troublefom and char- 
geable Offices ^ yea how freely have they enjoy’d the 

Exercife of their Religion without any considerable 

Inter- 
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whilft other Proteftant DifTenters in 


many places of the Kingdom were both fin’d and im- 
prifon’d ? yea fince the difcovery of this Horrid Plot, 
what favour have they had for all that in many Places 
of the Land ? fbme of which we our felves kno’ and 
have feen : have not the great Oppofers of them been 
difcourag’d and Brow beaten, call’d Factious and Se- 
ditious ? and all this and more too even in the pre~ 
fence of Papifts, as if it were done on purpofe to en- 
courage them to go on ftill in their way 5 How have 
they been harbour’d and entertain’d, I had almoft laid. 
Protected againft the Laws? what 'Height fearches 


have been made for Arms, and thofe too carried away 


in the night ? nay, what’s more, the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy tend’red to, and taken by fome 
of them in a Chimny Corner- More I could fay to 
this purpofe, but I forbear, becaufe I would fain hope 
it was done out of Zeal and not Defign, and that fince 
things are now fb plain wefhall hear no more of fuch 
partiality * nor had I fpokenitnow,but that lam fure 
that fuch Praftices do mightily ftrengthen and encou- 
rage that Party. For as long as there be any that ei- 
ther fear or favour them, or will become Pentioners 
to them, we can never be fafe from their curfed Con- 
(piracies and bloody Plots. But here I would not be 
miftaken as if I had an Intention, to provoke to any 
bloody and barbarous proceedings againft them ; No, 
I would not have the leaft hair of their Heads touch’d 
meerly for their Religion *, I would have only the beft 
care taken againft the Mifchiefsof it, agai-nftthe bloo- 
dy Principles which they have made fo confiderable 
a part of it *, and therefore it’s a great miftake in 
them ( I wifh it be not a wilful one) to fay, that their 
Priefts and others that have of late been juftly Exe- 
cuted, dye for Religion; no, it’s forTreafon; and if 

indeed that be a part of their Religion, I wifh them 
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more 
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more fuch Martyrs. 


For my part eonfidering them 


barely as Papifts I would have no more done to them, 
than I would have done to my felf were I in their Cafe • 
for 1 would in the fir# place give the bed fecurity to 
the Government that poffibly I could ; I would keep 
dill at home, and never go above five miles from thence 


without fpecial leave ?, 


would freely furrender all 


my Arms, and not keep fo much as a Dagger or PiRol, 
no nor a Knife neither if the Government thought it 
not fit for me 5 I would renounce and abjure all wick- 
ed and treafonable Principles $ and if any Oaths or 
Tefis were requir’d that were contrary to my judg- 
ment or Confidence, I would either get leave to de- 
part the Realm, or day, and as cheerfully as I could 
fubmit to the Penalties of the Law ; however I would 
by no means Refid or Rebel, or do any thing (as near 
as I could, and as far as God fhould enable me) to did 
honor him or his Truth, tho’ Ifaveboth Life and E~ 
date by it ; And thus I would commit my Caufe to 
God, and if I did fufier it fhould b z for well doing and 
not for ill ; and this I fay I would do were I now in 
their Cafe ; nay, this I would do were the Power in 
their hands, and Popery the eftabliffit Religion of the 
Nation ; (which God grant may never be, and which 
as long as the King Lives 1 do not in the lead fear ) but 
if fuch a heavy Judgment fhould befal us fas Ikno* 
our fins have deferv’d it) I fhould think my Condition 
very well, and be thankful for it, if I might but be 
JufFer’d to do as 1 have faid, for I defire always to make 
that Golden Rule of doing as I would be done unto , the 

Confxant Meafure of all my Actions. But 
4 * What is it that hinders the full Growth and Pow- 
er of this M y fiery of Iniquity ? For the befterunder- 
ftanding of which it will not be amifs to confider what 
it was that hundred in the Apoftles days, and that will 

the more eafily fhew u$ what it is that hinders it in 

ours ; 
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that which hundred its Growth and Increafe 


then was the Power of the Roman Empire 


hich 


Rill kept it under that it could never grow to any great 


Heighth 


the Emperors of Rome were too Potent 


and Strong, too Watchful and Politick, and I too g 
Enemies to Chriftianity in general to fuffer an; 


any of 


the ProfefTors of it tc 
mid able in the World 


grow any ways Great and For 
but as foon as that Power be 


ganto decline, as it did in the Eafi by the profperous 
Advance of the Turks, and in the /Vejl by the Invafion 
of the Goths and Vandals, and other barbarous Nations, 
this Myftery of Iniquity prefently began to appear 
unmask’d, and to fhew the World plainly that it was 
the Principles of Popery that made up the greateft 


part of 


for the Popes or Bifhops of Rome takin 




Advantage from the Tranflation of the Imperial Seat 
to Qonfi mtinofle , whereby the Power of the Empire 
was greatly weakned in Italy, began prefently to Jet 
up for themfelves, and to exercife that Tyrannical 
Power over mens perfons, Eftates and Confidences 
which they have fince with fo much Cruelty endea- 


For 


vour’d to maintain. For it was about the year 6 oo, 
that Boniface the Third took upon him the Title of 
Univerfal Bifliop, and then began that Tyranny to be 
publicity a&ed, which was before both begun and 
carried on by flealth. By the Confider ations of which 
you may foon perceive what it is that hinders its full 


Growth and Power among# 


and that we may 


eafily conclude to be the Civil Government, by the 

power of which the Reformation here in England fir# 
began,and the Proteftant Religion is eftabliiht and up- 
held 5 and fo far it will hinder the Increafe and Growth 
of Popery, that as long as it continues as it is,it is impof- 
fible that Popery fhould ever prevail long among# us $ 
and therefore thofe perfons that endeavour to bring 
it in here j are Rill plotting again# the Government 


D a 


it 


• t 


• -i 



be taken out of the way. But 

5. By wav of Application, In which let us fee what 

Improvement we are to make of all this. 

1. Then, Is Popery fuch a Myftery of Iniquity? 
let us Deteft and Abhor it, as indeed upon ali Ac- 
counts it very well deferves, but more efpecialiy up- 
on thefe two, 1. Becaufe. it is fb bad a thing in it fell, 


and 2 . Becaufe we have known better. 

§ m m 

i . Becaufe it is fb bad a thing in it felf,it is fo Horrid 
and Barbarous, fo Ridiculous and Abfiird, fo Low and 
Sordid in its own Nature, that an Ingenuous and tru- 
ly Generous Spirit that will be at the pains toconfider 
it aright, cannot but call: it off with Loathing and In- 
dignation •, I might inftance in feveral particulars 
wherein the Truth of this will manifeftly appear, but 
l ihall confine my felf only to four. 

1. It’s a Sordid and Slavifh Religion. It exercifes 
not only a Cruel but an Unmanly Tyranny over its 
chiefeft Votaries, putting them upon the pooreftand ba- 
feft Imployments that can be, and requiring from them 
fuch a blind Obedience to all things that are impos’d 
upon them, as is abfolutely contrary to that noble 

freedom 
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freedom of Mind, that the Laws of Nature, and 
the Principles of Chriftianity do allow and encourage. 

True Religion is generous and free, all the Precepts 
and Principles of it are moft agreeable to the higheft 
and moft refin’d Reafon *, it never in the leaf! Abridg- 
es us of the moft perfect Liberty that is in the W orld ; 
its greateft Reftraints are only from flavifh and unman- 
ly things ; it confines us to nothing that doth not help 
to make up a perfed Freedom, therefore well faith the 

Pfalmifl^ uphold me with thy. free Spirit , or as it is in p M 5 l>r2 " 
the Margent, let the free or princely Spirit uphold me ; 
but now Popery is of another Temper, there is but 
little of a free or princely Spirit in it *, it’s a perfect 
Ufurpation and Tyranny over all that a man is or hath 
in the World, neither his Perfon nor his Purfe, no nor 
his moft fecret Thoughts and Confidence are free, 
but ali fubjeded to its Vaffalage. What an abfblute 
Soveraignty it exercifeth over mens Perfons, is fuffi- 
ciently difcover’d in thofelong and tedious Pilgrima- 
ges, which they have been fent upon ; in thole fe- 
ver e and bloody Pen nances which they have been en- 
joyn’d, as if every Prieft was an Ecciefiaftical Cen- 
turion, and had a command like his, that could but 

fay to one go , and he goeth , tho’ it be never fo far, to M ith. 
another come , and he comes , tho’ it’s from never fb 
remote a place, and to a third do this , and he doth it , 

tho’ it be never fo fordid and barbarous a thing. Nor 
are they lefs fparing of mens Eftates, witnels their 
coftly Oblations, large Mortuaries, their chargeable 
Malles for the dead, their Purfe- Pennances to lave 
the Carkaffes of the Living, and the dear Purchases 
to redeem Souls out of Purgatory ; but all this is no- 
thing to that Tyranny they exercife over mens 
Thoughts and Confciences. Thefe now have been 
in all Ages look’d upon as free and fubjed unto none 

but God, till thefe Lordly and Inful ting Pri efts pre. 
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tended a Commiffion from him to infpe& and com- 
mand them *, fince which they have impos’d new Ar- 
ticles of Faith that were never thought of by Chrift 
or his Apoftles ; fiich as are the Worfhippingof Ima- 
ges, ' Invocation of Saints, the Papal Supremacy and 
Infallibility, together with that great Hobgoblin of 
all Tranfubftantiation, and the reft that are injoyn’d 
by that Church ; after which they may impofe what 
they pleafe, fince for ought I can fee at this rate all is 
their own. 

2. It is a cheating Religion. Gain is indeed the 
greateft part of its Godlinefs according to that old and 
true faying Omnia Rom# venalia, any thing may be 
had at Rome for Mony, there you may buy Pardons 
for fin, gfefus Chrift, Heaven and Happinefs, yea God 
himfelf, and indeed any thing but Sanctifying Grace ; 

p/4/. 49. 5, we read that the Redemption of a Soul is Precious , and 
?> 8 - that none tho’ ever fo rich, can by any means redeem his 

Brother , or give to God a Ranfom for him , but the fe 

men tell us that if you have but Mony enough, you may 
Math. 1$. redeem Thoufands. Our Saviour fays that it is ea~ 
2 4 * fer for a Camel to go thro * the Bye of a Needle ? than 

for a rich Man to e nter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; 

but tftey fay it’s much harder for a poor man to do it. 
Jam.i. 5. gf times tells us that God hath chofen the Poor of this 

if. 5 5. i. W or Id, hut they tell ns that God hath rejected them. 


7, 8. 


I 


a 5, 


World , but they tell us that God hath rejected them. 
The Prophet Ifaiah makes a free and liberal offer 

out Mony and without Price of fpi ritual Ble flings and 

Graces to all that fhall in a due and right manner come 
for them, but this fure is Old-Te (lament Divinity, 
nay down-right Hpocripha a t Rome 5 It’s this therefore 
that makes them fo outragious againft Proteftants, 
more than againft Turks and Jews, becaufe they have 
difcover’d thefe Cheats, and will not be impos’d upon 
any longer by them ; our Cafe being much like that 
of the Apoftles at Bphefus , where the fierce Clamor 

was 
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was rais’d againft him, was b y Demetrius and the 
Craftsmen, who upon the prevailing of the Gofpel 


3 


were 


want Imployment, and 


lofe all the 


Wealth that came in by their Trade of making Silver 
Shrines , or Cabinets of filver, for the lefler Ima? 


Shrines , or Cabinets of filver, for the lelier Ima- 
ges of Diana h and fo indeed do thefe men who have 
the greatefCpart of their Ltvelyhood, from fuch kind 
of crafty Devices as thefe,and are therefore angry with 
us becaufe we will not take their falfe Wares oft their 
hands. And indeed who can be fo fottifh as to think 
that mony has this Power ? none fure but thofe who 


Apoftle tells us ar c given up to ftrong Delujions 2 


believe Ides 


They 


thefe 


pi# Braudes 


pious Cheats, how pious they are I cannot fay, but I 
am fure they are as great Cheats as any are in the W orld; 
but they alledge St, Pauls Example and Expreffion tor 
their Juftification, for he tells the Corinthians that being 
crafty he caught them with Guile, but certainly he never 
meant this kind of profitable Guile, this fpiritual height 
of hand this devout way of picking of Pockets, tor 
in the next words he freely acquits himfelf of any fitch 


Defign or Practice 


Did I or Titus or anj that. I ft 


untoyou make a Gain of you ? no I was fo far from it. 
that I would rather Jpend and be ( pent for you. St. P et er 

alfo was of another mind, tho’ his pretended Succef- 


fors 


fit 


folio’ his fteps 


he fore 


warns the Church of Chrift of thofe falfe Prophets 
that jhould thro* Covetoufmjs make Merchandfe of them 7 

but to thefe I may lay as he did to Simon Magus when 
he offer’d Mony for the Gifts of the holy Ghoft, their 
Mony Perifh with them. 

3. It’s a wicked and licentious Religion, giving the 
greateft Encouragement to (in that can be, witnefs the 
publick Stews that are tolerated in Rome it felf, paying, 
yearly a Tax of many thoufand Ducats to the Pope* 
Paul the Third had a lift of 4 5000 Courtezans in- 


givin 


XX. 











(popery, a great My fiery of Iniquity. 

pay under him at one time, and therefore Pope Sixtus 
built large and noble Lodgings for them 5 and indeed 
no wonder if fuch a fort of Cattle be encourag’d and 
provided for, many of the Popes themle Ives being 
notorioufly Guilty of fhameful Adulteries, and foul 
Inc elf ; alt which is neceffarily encourag’d in them, 
in forbidding their Priefts to marry, and rather al- 
lowing them to keep as many Whores as they can 
maintain, thedeepeft Guilt of which is eafily wip’d 
off by a Pardon, if not Anticipated by an Indulgence 5 
nay, the truth on’t is, thefe Pardons and Indulgences 
give the greateft encouragement to Senfuality and 
vile Luff that can be. And this Roger Holland a Mar- 


vile Luff that can be. And this Roger Holland a Mar- 
tyr declar’d to Bifhop Bonner himfelf. W hi 1 ft, fays 
he, I was of your Religion I never cared what fins I 
committed, trufting to the Priefts Pardon and Abfo- 
lution ♦, Drunkennefs and Uncleannefs were no fins 
with me. And the like might be faid of many others 
too, who I am confident had never been fo bad 
if the Principles of their Religion and the hopes of 
eafie Pardons had not made them fo. Our Saviour 


eafie Pardons had not made them fo. Our Saviour 
jam 5 . 14 ; bids the man that he had heal’d go his way and fin no more 

left a mrfe thing come unto him , but the Language of 
thefe Pardon-Mongers is, fin as often as you pleafe 
you kno’ the Price, it is but the fame again, and all’s 
well. Many other Inftances I could give to confirm 
this were it needful, and the time would give leave, 
but I fhali fumm up all under this general head, which 
you may Report where you pleafe, and I’ll juftifie 
the Truth of it out of their own Authors whenever 
I am required to do it, That there is no fin whatfoe- 
ver but if it tend to Advance the Intereft of the 
Church of Rome , it fhali be Pardon’d and Indulg’d, 
yea and made Meritorious, and that this is the Prin- 
ciple and Practice of that Church, I fay again I fhali 
be ready at all times to make it appear out of 

their 






< Popery , a great MyUery of Iniquity . 




their own Authors whenever they fhali deny it. 


4. It is a Treafonable and Bloody Religion. 


That 


Subje&ion and Loyalty to the Supreme Civil Powers 


is a Chriftian Duty, that Magiftracy is of Divine 


Inftitution , and that Kings have an undoubted 


Right of Supremacy even in Caufes and over Perfons 


Ecclefiaftical, I have already and very lately in feveral 


Sermons at large prov’d unto you, but now Popery 


is a Religion, that oppofes all thefe Principles of Loy- 


alty fo clearly and plainly laid down, and fo conftant- 


ly pradic’d by Chrift and his Apoftles, 


It fets the 


Mitre above the Crown, nay above all the Crowns 


in the World, yea and very infolently tramples them 


under foot, regarding the Dignity of Princes no more 


than the meaneft things in the World ; and for the 


Truth of this the Hiftory of all Chriftian Kingdoms 


and States do furnifh us with plain and fufficient Ex- 


amples. 


With what Luciferian Pride did Alexander 


the Third fet his Foot upon the Neck of Frederick the 


Emperor ? blafphemoufly repeating the words of the 


Pfalmifi, fuper Afpidem dr Bafilicmn , thou fh alt tread ^< 91 . 13 . 


upon the Lion and the Adder ,the young Lion and the Dra- 


gon ft o alt thou trample under feet, to which when the 


Emperor anfwer’d non tihi fed Petro , I do this Ho- 


mage not to thee but to Peter, the Pope as infolently 


reply’d to him again, & mihi dr Petrofhou doft it to us 


both, to me as well as Peter, making himfelf therein 


the Emperor’s Mafter, and St. Peters equal and Fel- 


low. it was this Pope that made our Henry the Se- 


cond^ Potent Prince in his time, to go three Miles bare- 


foot, whilft the Blood ran from his tender Feet, to 


offer at T, Beckets Shrine, and there to fuller his Back 


to be lafh’d before he could be abfolv’d from his Ex- 


communication, and enjoy his Crown and Dignity in 


quiet. And whofbever fhali oppofe this Powder that 


the Popes do ftill claim fhali be curfed with J 3 ell , Book, 


E 


and 
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and Candle, and if that fails. Mil be perfected with 
Fire and Sword till they be ruin’d and deftroy’d ; hence 
are all thofe Treafons and Rebellions, thofe Murders 
and Villanies that have been fet on foot and afted in 


-A 


Kingdom fmce 


Reformation, by the men of 


Hellifh and Treafonable Perfwafion 


But 


Let us deteft this Myftery of Iniquity* becaufe we 


have known better*, and indeed in our Cafe this ought 
to be as convincing an Argument as any, for the’ it be a 
bad thing to be a Papift,yet it is a great deal worfe to 
turnPapift, becaufe that’s an Apoftacy from God and 
Chrift indeed ; how merciful God may be to thofe that 
were born and bred fuch, that fuck’d in thefe Principles 


their Education I 


not, but for thofe that 


been otherwife taught and kno’ better, for thefe to fall 
off to it muft needs make their Condition very dan- 
gerous if notdefperate indeed, and therefore we fhall 
always find in Scripture the Ex pre {lions of Gods 
Anger a gain ft Ifrael fharpned by nothing more, than 




5 ; <5 


o, ax. 


by their finning againfl thofe Gracious Mamfeflations 
of his Spirit and Prefence to them *, hence is that of 

the Prophet, you only have 1 known of all the Families 
of the Barth , therefore will I p un ijh you for all your In- 
iquities • therefore it is that our Saviour represents the 
Condition of Corazin and Bethfaida as worfe than that 
of Sodom and Gommorrah, of Tyre and Sidon^ becaufe 
of thofe powerful Means of Grace which they had 
more than the other ; nay our Saviour goes on farther 
and tells them that if he had not come they had not had 

fn ; nay St. Paul makes the Recovery. of fuch as diffi- 
cult as any thing in the World can be, and St. Peter 
I am lure tells us That it had, been better for them not to 
have known the way of Righteoujnefs , than after the 
knowledge of it to turn from the Heavenly Comm an dement , 
and he gives this reafon for it jbecauft the latter Bnd will 
be worfe with them than the B eg inning . their former Ig- 
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might have ftrongly pleaded their Excufe 


2-7 


leaftwife extenuated 


or 


Fault, whereas 


knowledge they have had increafeth their Guilt, and 
adds weight to their Condemnation ; and fo k will 
alfo do in our Cafe, if we fhouid now return and lick 
up that Vomit, which our fore-Fathers call out, and 


hich our fore-Fathers calf 


which we have hitherto pretended fuch a Loathing of; 
Apoftacy hath been always efteem’d one of the work 
kinds of Wickednefs, becaufe it hath in it fo much of 


malicious Refolution of the Will 


Errors in Judg 


ment may plead a defect in the Underftanding for their 
Excufe, Tranfgreffions in the Life and Convention 
may urge the power of inbred Corruption and the 


ffrength of a Temptation for 


fins againfl: Light and Confidence 


but the Apoftate 


thing to fay for bimfelf 


have 


then by any In 


ducements whatfbever be led aw ay with the Error of the * Ptt. 
IFickedy and jo fall from our own and the GofpePs Sted~ I? ; 

faftnefs, but whatever we do let m hold f aft the Prefect 
on of our Faith without IVavering. 

2. Doth this Myftery of Iniquity ffifl work? be ex- 
horted to provide the b eft you can againfl: the Subtilty 
and Power of it ; and certainly the beft Provifion we 
can make jn fuch a Cafe, is to get on us as the Apoftfe 
adviies the whole Armour of God t and by all means e*.c.u 
poiiible to engage him on our fide 5 Our own Expe- 
lience of his appearing for us hitherto is Encourage- 
ment enough to believe and truft him, for as the Pfal- pr . 

mifi fays. If it had not been the Lord who wns on our 


If it had 


been the Lord who was 


Jj* i I y ^ S' 

fiae when men roje up againfl us, then they had fit. allowed 
us up quick when they were Jo wrathfully difpkafcd at 


I> 2, 3 


us ; It 

Wit or 


neither 


Counfel 


Guards, nor any thing of 


ftrength 


our 


hath hitherto preferv’d us, but our help hath been only 
m the Name of the Lord who made Heaven and Earth 5 
and becaufe except the Lord keep the Qty the IVatchman 


P 


wa 


■ 
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waket-b but in v tin, let us do the beft we can to pio- 

cure him to be our Guardian and Protector lull, and 

the only wav to do it is by inftant and fervent Prayer, 
and a Sincere Repents nee and Reformation. Preces & 

Ltehrym* fi»t arm a Bale ft a. 


Ecclefi 


i. Then, let us apply our felves to God by fervent 
and devout Prayer? this hath been always accounted 
a great Priviledge indeed j the ireodom of Acccfs 
that it gives us unto God at all times, is the greateft 
Confolation to the Minds of good Men that can be, 
in that it gives them both a preient EalL ? and a ccr~ 
tain fupply to all their Wants. When their Minds 


and 


tain fupply to all their Wants. When their Minds 
are overwhelmed with Sorrow, and ready to fink un- 
der the load of their Miferies, and are ready to burft 
with Grief, it gives it fueh a kind and feafonable vent 


,u u- v-j«. V 

both Preferves and Cheers it too 


therefore 


call’d a Powering out of the Sod, which when a true 
Believer has done like Hannah, his Countenance Is no 

He hath made his Cafe known which 


fad 


prefent eafero him, and he is fare of a fupply which 
is indeed a great Comfort 5 for it may be truly ftid 

of Prayer as it is of Sauls Sword, that it never re- 
turns Empty : this therefore hath been the cqnftant 


Support and Relief of all Gods People in their Diftrefs, 
as if the time would permit, I could eafily.fhew from 
the Examples of Afofes,.jPob, Samuel, David, Solomon, 
Htzekiab, ffofta, jPeremtah, Jfionah, and St. P aid, all 


hich found 


Comfort in any 


in this 
fo it’s t 


and indeed as it’s the peculiar Priviledge, 
peculiar Confolation of the People of God, 


:md therefore it’s made 


mark 


People of God 
a true Convert 
you may fee ir 


a fignal Note of a ChikLof God, as you may, fee in 
the Cafe of St. Paul, to whom Jrmanrn is, .encou- 
rag’d to go upon this fingle Evidence of his Converfi- 
,on, Par 'behold he Prayeth. 

8 2. Let us return to God by fincere ' Repentance 
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and Reformation 


Thi 


now 


neceffary a Duty as the other, teqr it it p^ bin 
that provokes God to deftroy Nations and Kingdoms, 
.as certainly it is, then Repentance : and Reformation 

mu ft be the moft proper means to prevent it ; there- 
fore hence it is that after Samuel had told the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael the manner of the Kingdom, and fetied 
the Government of it as well as he could in fo little 
time in the Perfbn of Saul, to take them off from 
that Confidence which made them defire that kind 
of Government, at firff fie tells them that for all this, 
God would deftroy them if they did not reform and 
.amend. But if ye jhalljlill do. wickedly ye (hall be conju- 
vhpA Unth vrm an A your Kinv* Therefore alio Solomon 


~ « * 




For if 


s * - 




: i 


and as 

be Sin 


amend. But if j 

% 4 : <w v 

med both you and 


But if ye /ball fill do. wickedly ye /ball be 


1 Sam, s 


to 


King 


tells us That for the Iniquity of a land many are therm. »S.s, 

Primes of it] but the Prophet feremhh goes far- 
ther, andtejlsus, that tbofGpd promife to blefs a £ *** 
Na tion or People, yet he will not do it any longer than 
they endeavour to delerve.it ; Thus Daniel ^ having Dm ^ 2?> 
threatned J\ftbiich&dnzz>z>%y with the # being -depriv. d 
of his Kingdom for fame time for his Pride tells 


him how ,he may do to pi 


by breaking 


f bis fins by Bepwt wee, , and his Iniquity fiy doing 


of goof 


An Example of which we have in the 

77T i ; Mr" ' _ _ — « • r 


men, of Nineveh, who believed the Threatning of Jonah 1. 
God, and from a natural Apprehenfion oi Gods rea- 


dfoefs to forgive upon Repentance 


did 


bout the 

* % 

then ta k< 

# . . 

.Example 


Uy fet 
Let 


work, and io elcaped the danger. Let 
this good Counfel, and folio’ this gi 


fo we may meet with 


Blef 


ffog 


Is\ the; Kings Life and ; the Civil Government 

. i a - y .-U S mss f _ ^ T _ . 


fuch a ftrong;BuLwork againft, ; this.hMyftery of Ini 


quity 


Let us blefs God that hath made it fo 


The 


truth on’t is, the Reformation of Religion here in 

England was one of thefaireft and jufteft things that 
* ever 
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ever was done in that kind * it hath this Excellency in 
it to recommend it to our Efteem, and td (hew us plain- 
ly that there was really a hand of God in it, in that 
it was done in a moft legal way, without the leaft 
fhew of Tumult and Rebellion 5 and therefore it is 
that the Papifls are fo angry with theChurchof Eng- 
land, becaute they cannot fallen any of their ufual 
Scandals of Fadrion and Sedition upon it, butasitwas 
at firil Eftablifh’d fo it is dill defended by the CivihjGo- 

' • Reformation in other Countries they 
fay (tho not altogether io truly neither as they 
would have the World believe) was begun and car- 
ried on by Tumults and Diforders , by Rebellion and 

the expulfion of Princes; but here now there is not 

the lead Colour or Pretence for fuch a Charge, ours 

having been own’d and defended all along by Legal 

o-andlions and the Power of the Civil Government. 
Therefore 
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2. Let us pray daily for the Continuance and Pre- 
lervation of the fame 5 

for Kings and for all that; 

this was 




j we are commanded to pray 

are in Authority ? and if 

a Duty when the Civil Government 
altogether Heathen, it is much more fo now it isbe- 

If it was requir’d under bloody 
Tyrants and Perfecutors of the Faith ; much more 

is it neceffary under lawful Kings that are become 
the Defenders of it * And indeed at this time we 
have more than ordinary Reafon fo to do, confider- 

the Danger which both our King and Govern- 
and by confequence our Religion too 
Jet us then ferioufly fet about the work, and do it 
Heartily and in good eameft, that fo this Let may 
always be in the way, to hinder the farther Growth 
and Increafe of this Myftery of Iniquity here 
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igft our. lelves let us lay afide our pri 

provide againft the common 

no longer flrengthen the 
our Enemies 5 for by thofe we weaken 
Selves, and help them to get ground upon us, 
and indeed it- is by thefe that they are moil likely to 
prevail, for if any thing brings in Popery and Ruine 
amongft us, it will be our unhappy Divifions among ft 
our lelves. Therefore to prevent this 

4. Let us Improve and walk Worthy of this 
great Myftery of Godlinefs which we do in the 
Gofpel enjoy, that foGod may continue it ftili to 

* any till they Sleight 

and Contemn it, and there’s no fuch Contempt of 

walking contrary to all its Methods ; if 

therefore we efteem it fuch a Bleffing, and defire 

ftili to have it, we mull live up to it, and by that 

• excellent Change that it makes upon us fhew that 

we do truly value it as it deferves ^ we beft commend 
it by our Obedience to it, and we offer the flrong- 
eft Motives to prevail with God to Eftablifh it a 
mongft us and our Pofterity when ‘we thus walk 
worthy of it. They that bring forth the expell- 
ed Fruits thereof are thofe that it is ftili promis’d 
to 5 God will never fuffer his Lights to burn out in 
wafte ; he will loon remove his Candleftick out of its 
place, when it’s made ufelefs to thofe great and Glo- 
rious Ends that he fet it up for. Let us therefore con- 
fider from whence we are already fall’n, and how far 
God may fuffer us to fall yet, and let that engage 
to a fincere Repentance for what is paft , and an 
earneft Endeavour to Reform and Amend for the 
time to come, that fo God may . continue to pre- 
fers and blefs the King and his Government, and 

to Eftablifh our Religion amongft us againft all the 
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